THE   KAISER   AND   ENGLISH   RELATIONS        8l

she had been through oddly similar experiences in her
girlhood, when, after her accession, she was in just the
same position as William was now. Her own mother,
the Duchess of Kent, an alien in a foreign land like the
Empress Frederick, had failed to establish any real bond
of affection and sympathy with her, and by tactless
behaviour had antagonized the two sovereigns of the
Queen's minority, George IV and William IV, much as
the Empress Frederick had antagonized her father-in-law.
Those early years of strict maternal rule had rankled in
the Queen's mind, and when, at the age of eighteen, she
came to the throne, she treated her mother very ruth-
lessly. She cut her off from all intimacy, and it was not
until Prince Albert took the unhappy situation in hand
that she mended her ways. Pangs of bitterest sorrow
visited her after her mother's death, when the reading
of the Duchess's private papers revealed the unsuspected
love and tenderness which her mother had always felt
for her.

William's case strongly resembled her own. For some
ten years before his accession he had been on very dis-
cordant terms with his mother, who had been strict and
domineering with him and far too censorious. Then he
came to the throne, and his grandmother, in a way,
could sympathise with him, for from her own experience
she knew how tempting it was for young folk, who like
herself and him were suddenly whisked up to the dizziest
eminence, to assert their independence of those who had
held them under extreme subjection, with cruel thought-
lessness. Her own experience cannot fail to have been
in her mind when she enlarged to William on the Fifth
Commandment. And her daughter, she knew, was
listening too much to talebearers, who brought her news